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GCS stands out in the Winston County community in many ways, and 
one thing our school is known for more every year is our strong Fine Arts 
Department. 

This year, GCS presented the musical Annie, and this week, a year of 
hard work culminated with several strong performances here on our 
campus. 

Since last fall when school resumed, Fine Arts Director Becky Joy 
worked with students to develop a cast, learn a script, fine-tune musical 

numbers, and more. From holding tryouts to perfecting the production 
scene by scene, Mrs. Joy and the students have truly built Annie from the 
ground up.



And starting Thursday night, the cast and crew presented the musical 
to the school and community; needless to say, the end result was 
breathtaking from start to finish.

When asked about the performances, Mrs. Joy said, “The 
performances [were] great! The students [got] better each time they [ran] 
the show. Whether they are front-stage actors or backstage prop masters, 
they all just [kept] improving with each run. As a teacher, I'm very lucky to 
have access to this awesome group.”

There was a special matinee performance Friday for any GCS 
students who wanted to attend, and last night at 7 pm, the cast and crew 

presented Annie 
one final time.

I talked a little 
with Mrs. Joy about 
all the auditions, 
p r a c t i c e s , a n d 
events that went 
i n t o t h e fi n a l 
product. Again, her 
department worked 
on the project since 
last August. She 
mentioned, “Practice 
i s a l w a y s a 
challenge because 
o f t h e p a c k e d 
s c h e d u l e s t h e 
students have with 
all of the various 
opportunities they 

have to take advantage of during the year.” 
Mrs. Joy added, “Spring Break, family travel, and other things 

sometimes make it a challenge to have multiple practices with the full cast, 
but in spite of those challenges, these GCS students prove each year that 
they can always make the most of the time we have together.”

When asked about her biggest challenge this year, Mrs. Joy talked 
about set design and setup. She said it wasn’t due to lack of help or ability, 
but because she broke toes on her left foot in the past the week, stage 



setup was harder due to her not being able to get around as easily as she 
normally has in the past.

When asked about her biggest blessing in developing and producing 
Annie, Mrs. Joy talked about what a thrill it is to have the premier fine arts 
program in the area.

“Our biggest blessing is always the ability and opportunity we're given 
to have a program like this at Grace Christian School. It shouldn't be lost on 
anyone that what we have here is unique in our community and something 
that should be cherished and celebrated by everyone in our area. God has 
blessed us in many ways at GCS (Did I mention the new A/C in the gym 
that's coming soon?), but I think the biggest blessing is the continued ability 
we have to run a program like this. That, and the fact that we didn't have 
the same struggles with COVID-19 as we did this time last year.”

Throughout the performances, health and rest for the cast were 
certainly important. From K5 to high school, all the students who went to 
Friday’s matinee were teeming with excitement. But at the same time, Mrs. 
Joy’s hope was that Friday’s finale would be the group’s best performance 
of the week.

Moving forward, Mrs. Joy also talked about where she would like to 
see GCS Fine Arts go in the future. “I know that music, and art of all kinds, 



is sometimes the easiest area to ‘cut’ in our modern educational world, but 
that means we cut out teaching students about their God-given talents, 
their creative ways of self-expression, and we miss out on teaching them 
how art is woven into every corner of creation. I am lucky to have the 
chance to do all of that here at GCS, so I hope the students find 
themselves learning to appreciate it more, as I do.” 

She added, “Likewise, I'd LOVE for the community to show their 
appreciation as well by coming and watching what these students have 
accomplished. I believe our program here is just beginning the great things 
that come from a solid music education and I hope that Louisville will 
increase their physical support for things like this through attendance and 
encouragement of programs like this happening in more areas of our 
community.”

If you were able to come out and see a performance of Annie, thank 
you so much for your support of GCS Fine Arts. We know big things are in 
store from Mrs. Joy and these students in the future, and we are already 
looking forward to the next big project her talented department will produce.


