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Though Covid-19 has slowed momentum for many fall sports 
programs across the country, our Lady Eagles have continued working in 
preparation for what looks to be a strong 2020 season.

The team began full practice about a month ago and has even had 
one preseason scrimmage. The early part of the game schedule has been 

affected by a few cancellations 
on the part of opponents, but 
one thing that can’t be delayed 
is the excitement for what 
should be a banner year for 
GCS once games finally get 
underway.

“I am very optimistic about 
this season,” said Coach 
Jamey Willers. “I have a hard 
working group of girls who 
have had great attitudes and 
have encouraged each other 
very well during practice thus 
far. They seem to love the 
sport and compet i t ion of 
volleyball.”

Key returners for the team 
include Seniors Jasmine Kelly 
and Bella Brownlee. Kelly is 

the team’s strongest returning hitter, while Brownlee plays a key role as a 
returning setter.
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And two rising stars for this year’s varsity team have to be 
Sophomores Marleigh Turnipseed, a returning player already showing 
noticeable improvement, and Shelby Morgan, one of the team’s new 
players. Coach Willers mentioned both as important assets to the Varsity 
squad this season. 

And in terms of keys to success, Coach Willers identified mental 
toughness as a pivotal factor this year. “We have a lot of skill and some 
talented, athletic girls this year, but staying in the match and not beating 
ourselves mentally will be our biggest goal. Being a small school, we have 
to still come into matches against big schools knowing that we are going to 
put up a hard fight each and every point we play.”

The Middle School and JV teams begin their respective seasons 
August 20 at home against Pillow Academy from Greenwood. And the 
weekend of August 28-29, the Varsity team travels to Alabama for one of 
the team’s favorite annual events, the Cotton Classic.

Coach Willers added, “We have a competitive team who is working 
very hard to be more offensive-minded this year by controlling the ball on 
the court rather than playing reaction/survival ball.”


