
TEACHER FEATURE- MELANIE PRICE 
-by The Balding Eagle- 

      Quick- think of the best teacher you ever had. Think of a teacher 
who taught you the wonder of academics. While also teaching you life 

lessons. While also loving you and caring for you. While also looking past 
your faults and shortcomings. While pushing you to be the very best you 
can be every day. 

 I’m not sure whom you are thinking of, but to countless GCS 
students over the past several decades, the name Melanie Price definitely 
comes to mind. Since 1985, Mrs. Price has been a cornerstone of the GCS 
elementary school, and more kids than she can readily count have passed 
through her classroom. And whether teaching first or second grade math, 
walking kids to the lunchroom, or simply having a loving chat after class, 
Mrs. Price has always been the kind of teacher who has had an impact on 
students long after their time with her is over.  



 Should you ever walk by Mrs. Price’s classroom, you will 
undoubtedly notice how much learning and laughter are present every 
day. Singing, chanting, smiles, and fun are standards as she teaches, and 
she does a great job of balancing hundreds of objectives and concepts 
taught throughout the year with giggles, music, and rhymes. 

 At the same time, few teachers are as stern when it comes to 
demanding listening, responsibility, staying on task, and biblical 
accountability. Yet she disciplines with such an attitude of love that her 
students can’t help but walk away from even the most pointed 
conversations with the notion that she absolutely loves them. 

      “Mrs. Price is an incredibly strong woman who always puts her 
students and friends before herself,” said Tracey Yates. “She is the 
favorite teacher ever of both of my children, and I just love her to 
death.” 

 Former GCS coach Brad Baker added, “Mrs. Price was so loving and 
so supportive of our athletic programs. She was always the kind of parent 
who, no matter if we won or lost, cheered her heart out for GCS and was 
positive and passionate every season.” 



     A native of Louisville, much of Mrs. Price’s family is still in the 
Winston County area. Her two children Anna and Clark, both GCS 
graduates, live in Starkville and Memphis. Mrs. Price is a Mississippi State 
alumna, and one of her great loves is cheering for the Bulldogs. 

      Mrs. Price currently teaches first grade and is the elementary 
teacher supervisor. In the past, she has taught several primary grades 
along with her various leadership duties. It should also be added that Mrs. 
Price is the coordinator of the most efficient afternoon parent pick-up 
line that the writer of this article has ever seen. 

      “Mrs. Price is a hardcore teacher and a hardcore believer,” said 
Coach Morgan. “If you spend anytime around her at all, it will quickly 
become obvious how much she loves the Lord, how much she loves her 
students, and how serious she is about being the best teacher she can 
be.” 

      Apart from school, Mrs. Price enjoys working in her yard, watching 
SEC football, and spending time with her family. She also loves the color 
midnight blue, enjoys Vince Gill and James Taylor music, and identified a 
love of Gibson’s doughnuts when asked about favorite foods. 

     When asked about why she first got into teaching, she said, “I love 
working with younger children and seeing that lightbulb turn on when a 
concept is learned.” When asked about her favorite things about GCS, she 
said, “Loving relationships and a Christ-centered school.” 

      Last but not least, Mrs. Price was asked what she missed most about 
GCS and school in general during the March-August quarantine. She 
mentioned daily smiles and hugs as well as seeing growth in her students 
in class. 

 With her classroom located right beside the front office, should you 
pop in to handle any GCS business in the future, be sure to peek over 
your shoulder and catch a glimpse of Mrs. Price at work. Love, laughter, 
and learning are always at a premium whenever she is around.


